PROPOSALS 
For 'preventing the 


Running of WOOL, 


And «Roaring the 


Moollen Manufadure. © = 


—— — — ER 


—— — — — 
— — — ow — 
8 — 


— — — ũ—m!N77D—D— — — —ä——— Oo 


R $1945 © 


PROPOSALS 


For preventing the 


Running of WOOL, 


And encouraging the 


Moollen Manufadure. 


| 2 4 


ches LONDON: 


Printed for J. PzzLE, at Lockes-Head, in Amine 
- Corner, Pater- Meter. Row. MDG XXX1. 


pri 


— — 


PROPOSALS 


Running of 'W OO L, Sc. 


N Order to illuſtrate and 
SES inforce what I have to ſay 
upon the following Sub- 
je, let me ſuppoſe a Peo- 
ple inhabiting an Iſland fa- 
mous for its natural Productions, viz. 
all things. neceſſary for Life, and many 
for Exportation; ſuch as Tin, Lead, 
Iron and Wool: That, by their Pru- 
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dence, Application and Induſtry, join'd 
to an advantageous Situation for 'Traf- 
fic and Commerce, with many Nations 
lying near them; they are ſignal for 
their Trade, and Excellence in many 
ſorts of Manufactures; capable of fitting 
out and maintaining Fleets and Navies 
for the Protection of their Trade, and 
ſufficient for the Defence of the Ifland ; 
capable of being the happieſt People on 
Earth: A People who are the Envy of 
all their Neighbours. Let me ſuppoſe 
that theſe Neighbours of theirs in ge- 
neral, being deſtitute of ſuch civil and 
natural Ad vantages, ſtrive with their 
utmoſt Skill, to accompliſh by Art what 
Nature ſeems to have denied them, or 
but with a ſparing Hand hath at all be- 
ſtowed upon them; that they moreover 
obſerve, that in Proportion to the Num- 
bers of People uſefully employed, is the 
Riches of a State; that all Countries 
which are ignorant and careleſs of em- 
ploying their People in uſeful Manufac- 
tures and Productions for Commerce, 
are poor and beggarly; that thoſe Coun- 
tries which are ſo unhappy as to be 

under 
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under the Government of ſuch as de. 
ſpiſe Merchants and Encouragers of uſe- 
ful Manufacturies, are miſerable and 
poor, or ſoon will be ſo; ſince it is e- 
vident that ſuch Princes who either want 
Power or Capacity to improve and in- 
vent uſeful Employments for their Peo- 
ple, are under the Neceſſity of becom- 
ing Mercenaries to thoſe who encou- 
rage Trade and Commerce. Now, in 
comparing theſe Nations thus different- 
ly ſituated, one with another, are there 
any People or Nations in Europe (be- 
ſide thoſe poſſeſt of the Mines in Ame. 
rica) who are either rich or powerful, 
but in Proportion to their Trade and 
Manufactures? Can any People but ſuch 
as theſe, maintain and exerciſe Fleets 
and Armies abroad? It is true that there 
are many who maintain vaſt Numbers 
and Armies among themſelves, but ſuch 
if they are not already miſerable , will 
ſoon be ſo, where Trade is wanting. 


But to return: Let us imagine theſe 
People of the Iſland, by the Skill and 
Induſtry of their Anceſtors grown very 
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rich, and to ſuch a Degree of Luxury 
and Exceſs, that even the pooreſt and 
meaneſt Perſon in the Iſland will not 
work , unleſs his Wages are, raiſed to - 
one fourth more than was uſual 


before ſuch Exceſs was introduced. In 


this Circumſtance, any Perſon who is 
under the Neceſlity of having his Work 
done, muſt give that Price, or he may 
loſe his Market; or perhaps he might 
be under Contract to deliver a certain 
Quantity of Cloth, for Example, of a 
certain Fineneſs and Goodneſs at a cer- 
tain Day. Hence he finds himfelf under 
this Dilemma, either to pay an advan- 
ced Price, or break the Contract; he 
chuſes to pay that Advance, and con. 
trives within himſelf the moſt feaſible 
Ways and Means to be even with the 
Workmen. He ſees them under a more 
abſolute Neceſſity of having his Corn 
and Cattle; for they can no more go to 
another for thoſe Commodities, than he 
could to others for their Work, becauſe 
all are agreed to advance thoſe Com- 
modities to one fourth more than 
was uſual: And by that Means they are 
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able to pay ſuch Workmen, with the ve- 
ry ſame Quantity of Corn or Cattle as 
would have paid them before. 


Hence we may ſupply all Things, what- 
ever the Iſland produces, raiſed in Pro- 
portion to the Demand. or Uſefulneſs 
of them; and if we conſider this Ifland, 
without any foreign Trade or Com- 
merce nothing is altered but in Name, for 
all Things bear the ſame Proportion and 
Analogy as before. The landed Man, 
who hath raiſed his Lands from one hun- 
dred Pounds to one hundred and twenty 
five Pounds, will find that the hundred anc 
twenty five Pounds will not purchaſe any 
more Goods than the hundred Pounds 
uſed to do: And if all were raiſed to 
double, the Ifland would not be richer, 
nor, if lowered to half, would it'be poor- 


er. But when conſidered as a trading 


I{land, it may appear that the leſs the 
Commodities thereof, and the Labour 
of the Inhabitants were valued at, they 
might have the fairer Opportunity of 
gaining by Trade and Commerce with 
their Neighbours, who valued their Pro- 
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duce and Labour more or higher. Where 
no Laws or Reſtrictions were in Force, 
this is undeniable, eſpecially by how 
much the Produce and Manufacture was 
more than, or over and above their own 
Conſumption. And it is as certain, that 


under ſuch Circumſtances and Situation 


it would be Madneſs to ſuppoſe they 
ſhould take any Goods or Manufactures, 
ſuch as they produced and manufactured 
themſelves, from any ſuch Neighbours, 
or that they ſhould want, at any Time, 
a ready Market for ſuch Wares and 
Manufactures among any of their Neigh- 


| bours, while they had any Thing which 


was not of equal Value to themſelves, 
to give in Exchange for ſuch Produce 
and Manufacture of the Iſland to the 
Iſlanders. 


8 Now let us imagine a Governor of 
one of the neighbouring People capable 
of Obſervation : He ſees the Iflanders 
have ſome natural Advantages above his 
own People; but he alſo obſerves that 
their Labour, Employment and Skill in 
ManufaRures, is of much more dk and 


(11) 
Adoantage to them, than their natural 
Produce; and tho' he deſpairs of ever 
having equal natural Advantages, yet be- 
ing poſſeſſed of many Materials fit for 
the carrying on of ſuch Manufacture, he 
attempts it; and by giving great Bounties 
and proper Encouragement, he ſoon per- 
ceives, that by the employing of a great 
Number of Hands, which before were 
uſeleſs or unemploy'd, his Counttey hath ' 
gained or ſaved juſt ſo much as they 
muſt have given to the Iſlanders, or any 
other People, for ſo much Manufacture, 
excluſive of the firſt Coſt of the Mate- 
rials, which in moſt Caſes, of the moſt 
valuable Manufactures, may not be one 
fourth, and in ſome not one tenth of 
the Value. Of theſe Bounties not a 
Penny goes out of his Countrey; on the 
Contrary, it was owing to theſe that ſo 
much was ſaved. The Effects of this 
are as obvious, as if ſo much were 
brought in by any other * or Means 
whatever. 


He goes on, and by his own Example 
encourages the Uſe of the Manufactures 
B 2 at 
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at home, and Conſumption of the Na- 
tive Productions, preferably to all others. 
Such an Example creates Emulation. 
Who is not deſirous to pleaſe, when it 
will be Happineſs to ſucceed? He who 
excels moſt in uſeful Arts, who invents 
or "improves any Means to enrich and 
benefit his Country, will be praiſed or de- 
ſerve to beſo, and under the Adminiſtra- 
tion of a wife Governor, will alſo reap 
Advantage and Profit to himſelf. Such an 
one we may ſuppoſe a Governor to be, 
who by his Skill and Addreſs, in a few 
'Years brings to à very great Degree of 
Perfection, Manufactures, which before 


his Country was thought incapable of, 
under the Diſadvantage of having Ma- 


terials not equal in Goodneſs with the 


ſaid Hand. For carrying on one of the 


moſt beneficial Manufactures, he finds 
Means, by giving an advanced Price 
for ſuch Materials as he wants, to be 
ſupplied with ſufficient to carry on the 
whole; and though it may ſeem to be 
conſiderable upon the Commodity ſo pur- 


chaſed, we will ſuppoſe twenty per Cent. 


if his People mee theſe very 
Goods 


( 13 ) 


Goods ſo purchaſed, but one Shilling 


in ten cheaper than the Iſlanders, and 
the Goods when manufactured are four, 


Materials, even in that Iſland, it is de- 


monſtration he can afford them two and 


a Half per Cent. cheaper. And by this 
Means alone, (ſhould there be no Re- 
gulation in the Affairs of the Ifland, or 
Reduction of the Prices of Labour and 

Work) if they can obtain ſufficient Quan- 
tities of Materials for ſuch Manufacture, 
the Hlanders will in vain expect to ſerve 
any People with ſuch Manufacture, where 
the others may with equal Convenience; 
And is it not obvious that from ſuch 4 
Situation, theſe People under ſuch a Go- 
vernor, may become ſuperior to the 
Iflanders, even in all Things which thoſe 
Iſlanders were ſignal for? 


From what hath been ſaid, I am of O- 
pinion that the Neceſſity of ſome Regu- 
lation will appear, and that we ought no 
longer to delay the Conſideration of it. 
There is nothing of greater Conſequence 


to the Kingdom. And if a Reduction of 


— 


Wages 


Times the Value of the firſt Coſt of the 
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Wages would in its Conſequences have 
ſome of the Effects hereafter mentioned 
or if the Meaſures and Methods here 
propoſed ſeem altogether as effectual, 
and much more eaſily put in Execution; 
it is moſt humbly ſubmitted whether this 
following Scheme, which propoſes the 
preventing of the Running of Wool; 
and Ways to encreaſe our Exports; de- 
ſerve any Conſideration: 


To prevent the Running of Wool out 
of this Kingdom let an Exciſe or Duty of 
three Halfpence per Pound be made paya- 
ble to the Government, immediately on 
ſheering of any Wool; let a Bounty of three 
Pence per Pound be paid to the Exporter 
on all manner of Woollens manufactured 
into Cloth: That Exciſe will pay that 
Bounty, or in Proportion. If this ſhall 
be conſidered and approved of, I ſhall 
ſhew, if required; how to prevent any 
ſuch Manufacture being run in again up- 
on us; which ſeems to be the only Ob- 
jection ; at leaſt the moſt conſiderable, 
to this Project. 

This 


9 

This Hint, I doubt not, will be pro- 
ductive of ſome Benefit to the Woollen 
Manufacturers; and if it be improved 
as far as it is capable of Improvement, 
we may be again able to under-ſell any 


of our Neighbours at any Markets, even 
thoſe which they now wholly ſupply. _ 


This will proportionably increaſe our 
Exports, employ man oy ee People, and 
bring the Balance of Trade more in our 
Favour ; for though it may ſeem a Pa- 
radox, yet it is certainly true, that this 
Kingdom would grow rich by keeping 
all their Hands employed, if they were 
conſtantly to give Bounties on all our 
Manufactures, in Proportion to the Dit- 
ference between us and the cheapeſt 
Manufacturers in Europe. 


Admit we have Materials as cheap for 
manufacturing Cloth as any other Coun- 
trey; and alſo that for every twenty 
Shillings value in that Commodity ma- 
nufactured, we pay to our own People 
two Shillings more for the manufactu- 
ring and dreſſing its than any other Peo- 
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' ple pay theirs; it is evident, while we 
manufactured all theſe Materials for our 
ſelves, we ſhould not have one Penny 
| leſs amongſt us; and while our Expence 
of any Produce and Manufacture was e- 
dual to the Quantities produced, &c. we 
fthould never gain or loſe as a Nation; 
but if we are capable of producing and 
manufacturing to a greater Quantity and 
Value than our own Countrey requires, 
we may be Gainers of near half the 
whole Value ſo exceeding our own Con» 
ſumption; and that may be accompliſh- 
ed thus, by allowing two Shillings Boun- 
ty for every twenty Shillings Value ex- 
ported from hence by our own People. 
Not a Penny of this Bounty will be car- 
ried from us, nor will it be ſo much as 
ſuggeſted, that any of our Bounties ever 
were. The manufacturing of Woollen 
is at leaſt half of its Value, often vaſtly 
more, which will be clearly gained; the 
vaſt Numbers of People which, are now 
in Diſtreſs, will be relieved ; by prevent- 
ing the Carrying out of our Wool, we 
ſhall have ſufficient to employ our own 
People conſtantly , and Markets ſuthci- 
— eee ee ee ent 
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ent to take off our manufactured Wool- 
lens, while we can ſend and ſell them 


cheaper than others. I need not uſe a- 
ny Argument to enforce the Conſidera- 
tion of this Matter; there are none, who 
can think at all, but know that the very 
Being and well being of a Nation de- 
pends ſolely on the People's being em- 
ployed properly and profitably. 


It hath often been urged, that to re- 
duce the Price of Labour, and Wages 
of Artificers, would anſwer the End 
much better. This never was denied, as 
it would ſave the Public, or gain to it, 
the Value of the Labour of all thoſe who 


ſhall be employed as Oboen r any Re- 
gulation. l i 


But will it not appear n at 
the ſame time to regulate and reduce the 
Prices of Bread, Beer, Beef, &c. Now 
where would this Reduction end? Why 
conſtantly with the Land-Owners.; for 
when .the Farmer cannot ſell his W heat; 
Barley, Ox, Sc. for as much as uſual, he 
cannot pay as much as uſual; whereas, 


— — 
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by the Method here propoſed, the Lands” 
would be raiſed in Value, as they infal- 
libly ever are and will be, where the 
Exportations' are increaſed, either in 
Quantity , Value, or both; for no Na- 
tion or People, who have not within 
themſelves what the World agree to call 
Riches, can ever be or become rich, 
but by Trade, i. e.) by producing or 


manufacturing ſomething that thoſe rich 


People want, and for which they will 
give you of their Riches. 


Now if the Materials of -any Piece of 
Manufacture did not coſt above ten Shil- 
lings, and we valued the Labour and Art 
among ourſelves at ten Shillings more, 
(i. e.) twenty Shillings; yet, if after all 
our own Wants were ſupplied, we had 


one Piece of this left, would it be any 
Loſs to us to ſell that Piece at eleven 
Shillings? Surely no; there is one Shilling 


gained forever tothe Nation ; though that 


Shilling would not have ſubſiſted the 
Manufacturers and Workmen above one 
tenth of the time that they were earning 


that: But if no ſuch thing had been 
done 
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done, they muſt have been ſubſiſted; 
therefore that Shilling was got. ? Fe 

And if we are now ſo lectins 
or in ſuch a Situation, that we cannot 
make ſo much Advantage in Proportion 
as we uſed to do, ſhall we be ſo weak 
as to neglect or deſpiſe a real Advantage, 
while there is yet a certain, and truly 
a more conſiderable Gain to be made by 
us, than any other People whatever? 
For if it be allowed that we have all or 
moſt Materials in Value and Quantity 
for that Manufacture, cheaper than o- 
thers; as a Nation we can get by them 
by the Means aforeſaid, when others 
cannot ; which 1 —_ 0 ante, 
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2 And that Materials equal 
- in; Goodneſs and Quantity, / 
would coſt any other Peo- 


ple five per Sante more, & 
* which wand DE! — 
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5 Admitting the Materials 


for making, dreſſing, dying 


and compleatly finiſhing 0 cl 00 oO 
Piece of Cloth for the laſt | 
Market, ſhould coſt us, — } 


og 05 00, 


That two ver, of Cloth were made 
a theſe, e in Quantity and Good- 
- neſs, - | 


The making of thoſe Ma- / 


1 into Cloth, would > 12 oo 00 
coſt the Foreigner but—— 
But coſt our Clothier——— 15 oo oo 


Wherefore he cannot ſell to ſave him- 
ſelf for leſs than twenty Pounds, what 
the other can ſell for ſeventeen Pounds 
five Shillings : But if by the Countrey 
he is allowed a Bounty of fifteen per 
Cent. upon the whole, he can afford to 


under. ſell 


(279 
under - ſell the other in that Caſe one 
and a half per Cent. and our Nation 


gain abſolutely and to all Intents, juſt 
as much as if we had manufactured or 


made the Cloth as cheap as the other. 


Hence the Reaſonableneſs and Ad- 
vantage of keeping Hands at Work; for 


when we are ſupplied with our own 


Neceſſaries, the Surpluſage is turned in- 
to real Treaſure: And nothing but our 


Labour and Induſtry can make us either 


rich or 0 


With corned to Deland; let there be 


the ſame Exciſe, and in the ſame man- 


ner; let them have the whole Draw- 


back for all the Wool they ſhall ſend to 
Britain, upon Certificate of its being 


landed here; which upon Importation 


ſhall pay the ſame, and no more Exciſe 


or Duty, than if produced here. 


In fine, if ſumpruary Laws are not 


thought proper, and the Wear of | fo- 
- Teign Fopperies increaſe, as they have 
_ - lately * all the Woollens we export 


Will 


„ — 
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will not pay for them, unleſs we come 
into ſome ſuch Method as is here pro- 
poſed, which will make us ſend not on- 
ly a greater Quantity (which will em- 


ploy, as hath been obſerved, more Hands) 
but deprive our Neighbours of the 
Means they now have of rivalling us in 
our own Commodities and Manufac- 
- tures, by cutting off that Communica- 
tion by which only they: could get our 
Wool. And when that ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed , the clandeſtine and fraudulent 
Conveyance of prohibited and high- 
cuſtomed or exciſed Goods and Mer- 
chandize to us, which is always an In- 
jury to the fair Trader, would alſo, in 
a great Meaſure be cut off, as there 
would be, perhaps, a full Half of the 
propoſed Advantages taken away, and 
the Reaſon for their Farad ſo much 
leſs in ONT 


There will not bi any Neceſlity to 


encreaſe the Number of Officers now 


employ'd, to prevent the Running of 
Goods, or for any new Offices or Of- 
ficers. I will ſhew, if need be, how this 
1 3 may 
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may be managed and effected, without 
the Farmer's advancing any Money. 


- Such Arguments as are made uſe of a- 
gainſt laying an Exciſe upon Wool, where 
the Exportation of it unmanufactured is 
allowed to be a Loſs to the Kingdom, may, 
perhaps, ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of 
exciſing any Materials of any Kind or 
Sort whatever, which are uſeful in our 
own Manufacturies, as it increaſes the 
Value of the Materials, makes fewer 
Hands from their Want of Stock ca- 
pable of manufacturing, and therefore 
leſſens the Quantity of ſuch, by clog» 
ing it with Charges. But in this, Caſe, 
as upon this Commodity, there will be 
an Encouragement for the Manufactu- 
ring, for Exportation, which is the only 
Way we can be ſaid to get by it, (for as 
hath been obſerved, we neither get nor 
loſe by what is done. among ourſelves; 
and for ourſelves,) it will certainly be 
a Means to make us able to under ſell 
our Rivals, .and prevent their being. ſup- 
_ plied with our Wool, without which, 


it is generally thought, that they could 
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Nerger if not the Cauſe of the Decay 


( 24 ) 
hot in any wiſe become our Rivals; or 
give us any Uneaſineſs in that Point. 


If our Neceſſities and Condition; as 
well as Reaſon, call upon us to ſettle 
Trade, ſo as to make it of more Advan- 
tage to the Nation, Arguments drawn 
from particular Intereſt, ought to be of 
no Force. Vet thoſe poſſeſſed of any 
Charter or Privilege, will be loath to 
part with either; while they are profi- 
table, whatever Arguments can be gi- 
ven that they are unprofitable to the 
Nation. Do we not ſee the People of 
Briſtol oppoſing the Repeal of a Sta- 
tute, when the Reaſon, for which that 
Statute was made, is no more? That 
Statute was not paſſed for the Sake of 


\ (Briſtol, but the Kingdom; and when 


the Reaſon for that Statute, or any Part 
thereof ceaſes, every other Part of the 
A nN _ to be * Statu Ne. 


5 1 hs often: chaos: that that great 
Man, Sir | Joſiah Child, was very inſtru- 
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of our Woollen Manufacture, by lea- 
ving the Weavers and Clothiers to their 
Liberty, in making what Sort of Goods, 
and after what Manner they pleaſed, 
Vide his Diſcourſe on Trade, Chap. VIII. 
Page 145 Since his Time we have 
been ſo far from endeavouring to excel 
other Nations f in the Goodneſs of our 
ManufaQures, that we have, I am afraid; 
learnt all the Ways, and even improved 
upon the Foreigners, in their Arts to 
deceive thoſe who uſed to be our beſt 
Cuſtomers. 2 5 1 it 


I never yet heard of any People in 
Trade and Commerce, who were fa- 
mous, for Manufactures and Productions 
of an Sort, who, whenever they have 
been oy to themfelv6s; did not endea- 
vour, in ſome. Degree, to defraud' and 
cheat the Nations or. People they dealt 
with. See Temple's. Miſe. Page 120. 8˙è. 

ſpeaking of the Triſh while they. were 
left to themſelves: © Beſides, either 
the Unskilfulneſs or Careleſneſs, or 
0 e of the Traders, added much 
« to the Under. Value and Diſcredit of 


„ thele _ 
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« theſe Commodities abroad ; for the 
« Hides were often made up very 
ce dirty, which increaſed the Weight, 
« by which that. Commodity is ſold, 
« when it comes in Quantities abroad. 
« The Butter would be better on the 
« 'Top and the Bottom of the. Barrel, 
than in the Middle, which would be 
« ſometimes filled up or mingled with 
« Tallow ; nay, ſometimes with Stones. 


« The Beef would be ſo ill choſen, or 


« ſo ill cured, as to ſtink many Times 
« before it came ſo far as Holland, or 
«. at leaſt not prove a Commodity that 
« would defftay the firſt Charge of the Mer- 
« chant before it was ſhipt. , Nay, I have 
« known Merchants there fain to throw 
« away. great Quantities , after having 


lain long in their Hands, without any 


« Market at all. The ſame great Man 
Page 126. propoſes a Way to remedy 
that Evil, which in Part was put in prac- 
tice in that Kingdom, and had all the 
Effects he propoſed. While our People 
are left to make what Sort of Goods 


they pleaſe, and can buy Seals by the 


Buſhel to put on ſuch Goods, when and 
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as they pleaſe; I ſay, when this is che 


Caſe, Will it be any Wonder if ain, 
Portugal, or any other Countrey, is 
grown more cautious in their Dealings 
with us? When Duroys were firſt made 


in this Kingdom, they were worth from 


forty Shillings to three Pound per Piece, 
and were univerſally worn, not only 
here, but in Spain, Itahh, Portugal and 
our own Plantations, by the moſt fa- 
ſhionable People in all thoſe Parts; and 
in all Probability would have continu- 
ed to have been the Summer Wear of 
the greateſt Part of thoſe People, till 
this Time, had not our Manufacturers 
or Merchants given Encouragement for 
the making that very Sort of Goods, fo 
very bad, that many Pieces of Goods 
of the ſame Denomination, marked with 
'the ſame Seals, 
hence, which did not coſt above one 
Half of that Price, yet have been ſold 
abroad, as if they were really of equal 
Goodneſs and Value with the beſt; and 
I wiſh with all my Heart that I had never 


ſeen the fame Sorts of Frauds and A- 
1 buſes 
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have been exported . 
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buſes in ſeveral others of our Woollen 
Manu! actures. | 


If we as a Nation ſet up among o- 
ther Nations any Manufactures, which 
they have been and yet are famous for, 
what more ſafe or more prudent ' Me- 
thods can be purſued than ſuch as, if 
the whole Kingdom and Nation were to 
be conſidered as one Man, are obvioul- 
ly for his Intereſt and Advantage? 
Would it not be a private Man's Inte- 
reſt, though his Trade was ever fo va- 
luable or extenſive, not only to make 
his Goods as well as he uſed to do, in 
order to ſupply his Cuſtomers, but like- 
wiſe to take ſo much Care of his Buſi- 
neſs himſelf, that if but one ſingle Piece 
of his Manufacture were not perfect ac - 
cording to the Pattern or Standard 
(which may poſſibly happen with the 
molt careful) I ſay, would it not con- 
cern him that that Piece ſhould not be 
ſent to Market or to his Cuſtomer, leſt 
he endangered the Loſs of his Reputa- 
tion? Or, if he were ſo negligent as to 
leave it to his Servants, he then would 

be 
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be in Danger of being abuſed ; though 
he deſigned no Fraud himſelf; but if he 

put on, or tolerated (which is all one) 

falſe Marks, and tried all the Ways he 

could to cheat. and impoſe, upon his, 

Ne or permitted others to do 


„I ſhould. not Wonder if he loſt his 


tbr , and that his Cuſtomers left 
him to go to another; who though they 
knew that he could not ſerve them quite 
ſo cheap as the firſt could afford to do, yet 
as he uſed them honeſtly, they wereatacer- 
tainty with him, and knew it would not 


be much more one time with another 


than the Sharper had made them pay. 1 
ſay it would be no Wonder if ſuch an 
one loſt his Reputation ſo far, that none 
but Sharpers, like or worſe than him- 
ſelf, would care to deal with him. The 
Reputation and Credit of private Men 
depends entirely upon their Juſtice and 
Punctuality; a Nation is but a great 
number of private Men. Hence may be 
ſeen the ſame Neceſſity for the Care and 
Oeconomy of the Whole, exactly in pro: 
portion to any Part, and that what is 
juſt and true in every Part thereof, is 

"right 
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right and good for the Whole. This I 
think will ; 3 the Reaſonableneſs of 
dur inſpecting the Goodneſs of our Ma- 
nufactures, and the Danger of leaving 
every one to himſelf, though it may be 
contrary to the Opinion of a Man who 


was generally in the right in his Thoughts 
about Trade. 


The AR for burying in Woollen was 
paſt on purpoſe to confume our own 
Produce and Manufacture; but it would 
have been altogether as reaſonable, with 
regard to the Price of our Corn this 
Vear, to have ordered one twentieth 
Part of our beſt wheaten Bread to have 
been buried with the Deceaſed: And 
the laſt would have been juſt of the 
fame Conſequence, namely, both would 
have been waſted -and loſt to this King- 
dom, as really as if any things of the 
like Value had been leſt in the Ocean 
for ever; yet as one increaſes the Price 
of Wool; the other would do ſo of 
Corn. As'by all ſuch things as are waſt. 
ed among our felves, the Kingdom is al- 
ways fo much poorer ; ſo, for whatever 

* is 


E 


is the neat Produce of any of our Ma- 
nufacture ſold abroad, the Nation is juſt 
ſo much richer. Other Ways of grow- 
ing rich this Kingdom hath none, than 
by producing and manufacturing Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize for Exporta- 


tion, to a greater Value than is conſum- - 


ed of all ſorts of Goods, Wares and 
Merchandize imported. Therefore I 
wrote this, to ſhew which Way we may 
increaſe our Exports, and conſequent- 
ly our Riches. 
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